
From: Yoram Meroz [mailto:yoram.meroz@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, December 01, 2017 4:29 PM 
To: Schuett, Rachel (CPC) 
Cc: Gibson, Lisa (CPC) 
Subject: Scoping comments for 2017-011878ENV (Potrero Power Station)  
 
Dear Ms. Schuett, 
 
I urge that the DEIR for the proposed project (Potrero Power Station Mixed Use Development Project) take the following comments into 
consideration: 
 
* Job balance: Large projects such as this generate a number of permanent jobs, directly or indirectly. Large housing developments require a 
permanent staff for leasing and maintenance. Indirectly, increased population generates local jobs in retail, services, local government, etc. 
Hotels require even more staff. Office/PDR spaces obviously generate direct jobs themselves. 
 
These new employees will require places to live. In the near future at least, as at present, highly-paid employees will live nearby, and lower-paid 
employees will commute from further away. Even now, a substantial and increasing number of employees commute into the city from as far 
away as Stockton and Modesto: 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/17/business/economy/san-francisco-commute.html 
http://www.newgeography.com/content/005704-increase-long-commutes-indicates-more-residential-dispersion 
 
In order to analyze the effect of the project or its alternatives on traffic, the DEIR needs to estimate the number of employees in various income 
brackets, and model their expected mode of commute and its effects on increased congestion, vehicle miles traveled, and impact on public 
transportation infrastructure, by itself and cumulatively. 
 
* Traffic analysis: recent numbers indicate that SFMTA ridership has been declining for the past few years, despite increasing population. 
Caltrain ridership has fallen in some areas, and has plateaued in San Francisco. On the other hand, vehicle traffic on Bay Area freeways is 
increasing, and with it congestion and pollution. Some of this traffic is due to private cars, and some to private ride-share services.  
 
A prudent traffic analysis must account for the possibility that these trends will continue. 
 
In particular, the residential portion of the project calls for maximizing allowable parking spaces; that, with proximity to the 280, 80 and 101 
freeways, will encourage private car commuting even more. The DEIR must evaluate the traffic effects of the proposed project with an 
alternative eliminating most private car parking spots. 
 
* San Francisco is suffering from a decreasing diversity of job opportunities. In particular, PDRs can not be sustained except with explicit zoning 
control. Of those, low-density PDRs, which employ relatively fewer employees per unit area, need to be maintained in the face of increasing 
land prices. The EIR should consider a variety of different PDR components within the project.  
 
* Housing/jobs balance. San Francisco is suffering from a lack of housing, while a great deal of additional office space is opening and is planned. 
A no-office, no-hotel alternative has be evaluated, so as to best match Area Plan goals of relieving housing pressure. A metric of net gain or loss 
of housing space needs to accompany all the project alternatives.  
 
* The project is accessible through one artery, 3rd Street. As such, it can not support external traffic as much as a more central location. The EIR 
should compare the effect on traffic of services and retail catering to local residents, as opposed to businesses aimed at outside traffic, such as 
destination shopping or a hotel.  
 
* Since the project is adjacent to the shoreline, the effect on shorebird populations should be evaluated. This applies to birds currently living at 
the shoreline and those flying along it between points along the bay shore. 
 
* To accommodate future sea level rise in a robust and reliable way, while providing habitat for present-day wildlife, the EIR should evaluate 
consider remedies in the proposed project against a graded artificial marsh at the shoreline. 
 
* The EIR should include at least a low-elevation (no height rezoning) alternative, with mixed-use limited to residences, PDRs and local-servicing 
businesses, with minimal private parking. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Yoram Meroz 
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